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The CUPE Education policy states that members funded to participate in conferences or
education courses are to provide a written report of the program they attended and must do
so before being reimbursed for their expenses. Please complete this form and forward to Liz
McGee, Recording Secretary. Also include it with your Expense Reimbursement and Mileage
forms (if applicable) and forward to Kelly Patzer, Treasurer-Secretary, for processing.

Conference/Course Name: CUPE Ontario Convention

Course Date: May 27-30, 2026

Location: Sheraton Centre, Toronto

Member Name: William Turman []|cCity County

Phone Number: 647-822-3739

Email Address: president@cupe973.ca

Summary Report:

the Agenda was packed, and over 1000 delegates were in attendance. Throughout the week
were break-out caucuses for different interest groups to elect a representatives, and in the
main room were elections for the entire executive board interspersed with voting on up to 88
resolutions, five constitutional amendments, the proposed action plan, and countless motions
to accept reports, points of privilege, points of order, discussion, recognition of striking
locals, and awards, including the retirement of longtime president, Fred Hahn. Guest
speakers included CUPE national President Mark Hancock and Secretary Treasurer
Candace Rennick, NDP Leader Avi Lewis, NYS AFL-CIO President Terry Melvin, and Justice
for Migrant Workers representative Alicia Carty. | participated in a march/rally to queens park
in support of healthcare, and I joined an OPSEU picket line.

The convention operated like a really massive GMM, with the same rules of order and the
same items in the agenda. The energy was electric, with raucous applause and/or jeers in
response to passionate speeches about the importance of solidarity, the strength of the
union, and issues important to delegates (at one point there was a spontaneous conga line
while we were waiting for the meeting to start). Locals across the province are struggling
under provincial cuts and moves to privatize healthcare, education, and municipal services
like water. Many resolutions were directed to CUPE Ontario and National to develop
campaigns to push back against these changes and support affected locals.

| made a special effort to connect with our sister Union, Local 241, and | did my best to learn
about other locals operating structures and challenges. | have connected with groups aligned
with our municipal interests.

William Turman o June 17, 2026
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William Turman
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