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I would like to thank the members of Local 973 on allowing me to attend the 5 day conference. 
The total attendance of delegates reached 2093 delegates and 209 alternates with approximately 776 local from across Canada. The Ontario Caucus included 813 delegates and 94 alternates making up 259 total locals. Ontario made up almost 40% of the total attendees.  
Day 1 - Monday 
It began with the reading of the Indigenous Lands statement and followed by the Equality Statement. The President of Cupe Quebec Denis Bolduc did the welcoming to Montreal and read the Rules of Order when addressing the membership.  

This was followed by The National Presidents Report given by Mark Hancock. His main theme was not to give in to concessions throughout Canada that we must hold onto our Collective agreements with the goal of improving them at every negotiation. We must also stop any contracting out and be willing to strike for our rights. He cited several locals who have done this over the past year. Carleton University 2424, Cornwall outside workers, Vancouver Local 15 Art Gallery workers and Fort Mc Murray Housing local 1505. He stated that all four stood up to their employers and ended up with better contracts with no concessions and or contracting out.  

Mr Hancock also let us know that CUPE nationwide has increased in membership by almost 50,000 in 2 years making us by far the largest union in Canada at 700,000 members. 

The Health and Safety Award was given to Gina Puntil in her role with local 474 in Edmonton Alberta public school boards. Over the past 5 years they have been doing a little theatre presentation to all high school and colleges on workplace school & safety. Occupational health the right to know in the work place along with minimum wage and bullying by employers.  

Charles Fleury also presented the National Secretary-Treasurers Report. He began by speaking on the World Climate Crisis and how Cupe is supporting International Workers around the World. He was also worried about right wing politics gaining strength throughout Canada and the world.  
Charles Fleury also stated that the National Union is in great financial shape and is now able to assist all locals in Canada from day one of a strike. He stated the strike fund is now about 100 million strong. The National Defence Fund  is using some of this money for National campaigns, Human Rights Conferences, Indigenous peoples issues, Election Campaigns, a fight fund for Health care councils and helping smaller locals to afford convention costs making Cupe more inclusive. 
Day 2 or Tuesday 

It began with Colleen Thorpe a Montreal based activist on Climate change. It was a cry from the heart that we are in trouble if we don’t take immediate action. Canada will see an increase in the climate by 1.5 C by 2050. This will cause huge losses in food production creating longer heat waves more floods especially along the coasts and great lakes. We must focus on reducing the hydro carbon sector along with keeping gas and oil in the ground. We must work on our transit system more public transportation; electric systems reduce building more roads. There are only 2% of electric vehicles being driven by Canadians. We drive the most polluting cars and sales are increasing on trucks , mini vans and 4x4 especially in Ontario. 

Farmers are also increasing pesticide and fertilizer usage throughout Canada. More money needs to be put into National Environmental Committees and researching ways to cut the carbon footprint. We are still eating too much animal protein we need to be moving to locally produced organic fruits and vegetables.  

National Committees were introduced starting with:

National Environment Committee 

National Aboriginal Council 

National Health and Safety 

National Task force for Post-Secondary University  
The committees were each followed by videos and then reports 

The strategic direction paper was then presented on CUPE’s direction over the next 2 years.  
Day 3 – Wednesday 

The Grace Hartman Award was presented to Sharron Hubley Local 1967 of Nova Scotia. 

National Committee on Pensions   working on expanding CPP and reducing penalties 

National Political Action Committee:  Working on Universal Child Care along with Universal Health Care system. 

Jagmeet Singh National NDP Leader : 

Mr  Singh began speaking on the Injustice to Indigenous people and that why the Liberals have not fixed the drinking water problems for so many of the reserves. 

He thanked all CUPE members who continue to fight for a higher quality of life coast to coast for all members. He also told us to keep up the fight against privatization and work on expanding public services. 

He claimed that tax havens for the rich in Canada account for 25 billion of revenue a year. 
The Liberals have delivered empty promises for the environment but were able to buy a pipeline. The Liberals have met with the lobbyists for the oil and gas sectors over 1500 times in past 4 years along with the pharmaceutical companies at least 850 times over past 4 years. He is not an allay for labour unions as he legislated the postal workers back to work in 2018. 

Mr Singh said he would put workers first priority; he would lower costs of medications and introduce a universal pharma care system. He would increase transfer payments to the provinces from the current 25/75 to a 50/50 split for health care. He would also introduce a Universal dental care program for all Canadians and create 500,000 more social housing units. He would also create a Canada Health Fund to stop violence in the workplace and put more protections forward.     
Elections were also held for President the President position Mark Hancock was challenged by Fransisco Ortiz but won the election with a total of 1458 votes to 200 for Ortiz. 

Charles Fleuty was acclaimed as National Secretary Treasurer      

Elections were also held for 5 Vice President candidates Fred Hahn was elected as one of them. 

Day 4- Thursday 

Further resolutions were discussed and passed along with the credentials committee and reports. 
Disability Rights Award was presented to Susan Kearsy Nova Scotia 

Elections of the Regional Vice Presidents along with the Diversity Vice Presidents were also completed. 

Trustees were also elected Christian Trudeau to the 6 year position and Charlene Clarke to the 2 year position. 

Woman’s Committee 

Young Workers committee 

Library Committee 

Public Health Committee

Videos and reports were all received and passed. 

 Geici Maiara Brig an activist and Union leader in Brazil spoke:

Very passionate speech around the dictatorship of current president Busanaro who is dividing the people through hatred, intolerance, fearmongering. He has arrested many of the strong activists and union members in Brazil.  The country is in flames and needs help from our unions and country. 

Day 5 –Friday 

Literacy Award 

Strategic Directions document presented and passed. 

Further Resolutions presented 

Adjournment at around 11:00am      
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